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​NASJE Annual Conference​
​Philadelphia, PA​

​September 7-10, 2025​

​EMPHASIZE THE BASICS​

​Time​ ​Topic/Title​
​Speaker(s)​

​Sunday, September 7​​th​

​8:00 am – 4:00 pm​ ​Registration​

​Room:  Overture​

​8:00 am – 10:00 am​ ​New Professionals Networking Coffee Chat​

​10:00 am – 10:30 am​ ​Break​

​10:30 am – 11:30 am​ ​NASJE 101 for New Members​
​Room:  Symphony​

​11:30 am – 1:30 pm​ ​Lunch​
​Room:  Symphony​

​1:30 pm – 3:00 pm​ ​E-Learning Café​
​Room:  Symphony​

​3:00 pm – 4:00 pm​ ​Past Presidents Meeting​
​Room:  Concerto​

​4:00 pm – 5:00 pm​ ​State Directors Meeting​
​Room:  Maestro​

​5:00 pm – 5:30 pm​ ​Break​
​5:30 pm – 7:00 pm​ ​President’s Reception​

​Room:  Terrace​
​7:00 pm – 9:00 pm​ ​Film Viewing:​​A.I. Artificial Intelligence and Supertoys Last All Summer Long​

​Room:  Aria​
​Moderators:​​Lee Ann Barnhardt, Director of Education, North Dakota Court System​

​Joseph Sawyer, Associate Deputy Director, Supreme Court of Illinois Judicial College​

​Kelly Tait, KT Consulting​
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​Description:​​Supertoys Last All Summer Long​​, a short story by Brian Aldiss, serves as the​
​foundation for Steven Spielberg's film,​​A.I. Artificial Intelligence,​​both of which examine​
​what it means to be human. Set in a future where robots are created to serve humans,​
​the narrative centers on David, a childlike android programmed with the capacity to love.​
​David’s quest to become "real" raises profound questions about identity, consciousness,​
​and the nature of love—emotions traditionally viewed as uniquely human. As he​
​navigates his search for belonging, both the short story and film challenge audiences to​
​reconsider the essence of humanity: is it our ability to feel, to love, or something more​
​elusive? By blurring the lines between A.I. and human experience, the story and film​
​prompts us to reflect on our own capacities for empathy, morality, and connection,​
​making it a crucial exploration of what it truly means to be human in a world increasingly​
​shaped by technology. After the end of the session, you will be able to discuss what it​
​means to be human, explain how the development of A.I. may change the concept of​
​being human and analyze how A.I. will affect justice involved individuals.​

​Monday, September 8​​th​

​8:00 am – 5:00 pm​ ​Registration​
​Room:  Overture​

​7:00 am – 8:30 am​ ​Breakfast​
​Room:  Symphony​

​8:30 am – 9:00 am​ ​Conference Opening and Welcome​
​Room:  Symphony​
​Stephen Feiler, PhD, Director, Judicial Education Department, Administrative Office of​
​Pennsylvania Courts​
​Andrea B. Tuominen, State Court Administrator, Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania​
​Courts​

​9:00 am – 10:30 am​ ​Plenary:​​How the NASJE Principles and Standards Can​​Work for Your Agency​
​Room:  Symphony​

​Speaker:​​John Meeks, Vice President of Education &​​Professional Development, National​

​Center for State Courts​

​Caroline Kirkpatrick, Director, Educational Services Department, Supreme Court of Virginia​

​Description:​​Discover how the revised NASJE Principles​​and Standards can enhance your​

​judicial branch education programs.  A dedicated sub-group of the Education and​

​Curriculum Committee recently completed updates to these foundational documents to​

​better support best practice and promote educational advancement.  Faculty will explore​

​practical strategies for using the Principles and Standards to strengthen program design,​

​advocate for resource and align initiatives with recognized best practices in judicial branch​

​education.​

​10:30 am – 11:00 am​ ​Break​

​11:00 am – 12:00 pm​ ​Affinity Groups​

​Workshop A​ ​Topic:​​Technology​
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​Speaker:​​Kathy Wasson, Instructional Design Specialist,​​Indiana Office of Court Services​

​Room:  Symphony​

​Workshop B​ ​Topic​​:​​DEIA​
​Speaker:​​Princess Darnell, Deputy Director of Access​​to Justice Office, Indiana Supreme​

​Court​

​Room:  Aria​

​Workshop C​ ​Topic:​​Foundations of Justice:  A Guide to Judicial​​Education​
​Speakers:​​William Brunson, Judicial Brand Education​​Consultant, Supreme Court Illinois​

​Judicial College​

​Joseph Sawyer, Associate Deputy Director, Supreme Court of Illinois Judicial College​

​Room:  Concerto​

​Workshop D​ ​Topic:​​Leadership​
​Speaker:​​Cyrana Mott, Director, Supreme Court of Illinois​​Judicial College​
​Room:  Maestro​

​Workshop E​ ​Topic:​​Conferences​
​Speaker:​​Allison Gallo, Training Administrator, Delaware​​Administrative Office of the Courts​

​Room:  Minuet​
​12:00 pm – 1:30 pm​ ​Sponsor Lunch​

​Room:  Symphony​

​1:30 pm – 3:00 pm​ ​Breakout Sessions​

​Workshop A​ ​Topic:​​Take Your Leadership to the Next Level – Understanding​​How to Reach Peak​
​Performance Using Your Multiple Intelligence​
​Room:  Aria​
​Speakers:​ ​Hon. Sandra Engel, Retired Judge, High​​Road to Success Coaching​

​Ileen Gerstenberger, Ileen Gerstenberger & Associates​

​Description:​​Leading educational teams is not for​​the faint of heart, and to continually​

​achieve peak performance, we must develop new skills to stay on top. In this session,​

​participants will learn about how the power of our Multiple Intelligences (mBIT) offers a​

​unique and holistic approach to personal and professional development by integrating the​

​wisdom of the brain, heart, and gut. Rooted in the understanding that we have multiple​

​centers of intelligence beyond just the mind, mBIT recognizes the critical role our emotions​

​(heart) and intuition (gut) play in decision-making, problem-solving, and helping our teams​

​achieve peak performance. In this session, you will learn how to align all your intelligences​

​to create harmony, enhance self-awareness, and guide your teams toward achieving their​

​goals with greater confidence, clarity, and authenticity. This will help unlock your collective​

​potential.​

​Workshop B​ ​Topic:​​Empowering Judicial Educators: Leveraging AI​
​Room:  Concerto​
​Speaker:​​Dr.​​James Beeghley, Ed.D., Distance Education​​Coordinator, Administrative Office​

​of Pennsylvania Courts​

​Description:​​This course aims to equip judicial education​​professionals with the knowledge​

​and skills needed to leverage AI for improved efficiency and accuracy in their work.​
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​Workshop C​ ​Topic:​​Film Discussion:​​A.I. Artificial Intelligence​​and Supertoys Last All Summer Long​
​Room:  Concerto​
​Speakers:​​Lee Ann Barnhardt, Director of Education,​​North Dakota Court System​

​Joseph Sawyer, Associate Deputy Director, Supreme Court of Illinois Judicial College​

​Kelly Tait, Consultant, KT Consulting​

​3:00 pm – 3:30 pm​ ​Break​

​3:30 pm – 5:00 pm​ ​Plenary:​​Judicial Independence​
​Room:  Symphony​
​Speakers:​​Hon. Mary Jane Bowes, Judge, Superior Court​​of Pennsylvania​
​Hon. John E. Jones III, President, Dickinson College​
​Charles “Chip” Becker, Partner, Kline & Spector​
​Andrew Susko, Partner, White and Williams LLP​
​Description:​​Judicial independence, at once fragile​​and yet vital to our tripartite system of​
​government. How can this principle be protected and preserved against unjust attacks? ​
​Join us as we discuss one possible solution developed by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court:​
​The Pennsylvania Commission on Judicial Independence. Since 2005, this body works to​
​encourage a broader understanding of the role of the judiciary, and to enlist advocates​
​from the legal community, academia, and civic organizations, among others, to counter​
​unwarranted criticism of the courts’ independence, both institutional and decisional. ​
​Learn about the Commission’s composition, current initiatives, and consider whether to​
​encourage and develop​​similar bodies in your jurisdiction.​

​5:00 pm – 6:00 pm​ ​Break​

​6:00 pm – 9:00 pm​ ​Enjoy Philadelphia - Dinner on Your Own​

​Tuesday, September 9​​th​

​8:00 am – 3:00 pm​ ​Registration​

​Room:  Overture​

​7:00 am – 8:30 am​ ​Breakfast​

​Room:  Symphony​
​8:30 am-10:00 am​ ​Plenary:​​Croatia’s Experience in the European Union​

​Room:  Symphony​
​Speakers:​ ​Petar Zaradic, Municipal Court New Zagreb-Croatia​

​Petra Kusevic Fraculj, Municipal Civil Court of Zagreb​

​Ivan Crnčec, State Secretary​

​Description:​ ​This session explores different ways​​of judicial education at the European​

​Union level, across Croatia, and within our individual courts. We will talk about​

​organizations like EJTN and ERA and programs like AIAKOS and THEMIS.  Also, about the role​

​of the Croatian Judicial Academy, and the importance of regular peer discussions.  The goal​

​is to show how a mix of formal training and informal exchange of knowledge helps legal​

​professionals stay sharp and updated in a changing world.​

​10:00 am – 10:30 am​ ​Break​
​10:30 am – 12:00 pm​ ​Breakout Sessions​

​Workshop A​ ​Topic:​​Making the Most of Teachable Moments​
​Room:  Aria​
​Speakers:​​Kelly Tait, Consultant, KT Consulting​
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​Hon. David Suntag, Retired Judge, Vermont Superior Court​

​Description:​ ​In this session, we will address a variety​​of challenging issues that can arise​

​during judicial education sessions, from handling one participant dominating the​

​conversation, to adjusting to unexpected audience sizes to dealing with comments on​

​sensitive topics including those related to the constraints on education that have recently​

​been increasing.  Building a flexible framework of best practices, we will share with and​

​learn from each other on how to approach on-the-fly challenges as teachable moments.​

​Workshop B​ ​Topic:​​Help Me Help You:  Partnering with Your Court​​Administrator​
​Room:  Concerto​
​Speakers:​​Allison Gallo, Training Administrator, Delaware​​Administrative Office of the Courts​

​Christine Christopherson, Court Education Administrator, South Carolina Judicial Branch​

​Description:​​Sometimes people in leadership positions​​see what we do as the extra “fluff”​

​that isn’t truly needed outside of telling someone the specific steps for doing their jobs.​

​However, as we all know there is actual science behind adult learning. This session will cover​

​a review of what that actual science is, how you can change the hearts and minds of court​

​leaders, and how you can support court managers by helping them effectively lead judicial​

​branch education and create a culture that embraces learning. In addition, we will discuss​

​what resources exist to help you in your efforts to educate staff, judges, and administrators​

​and the different career paths that can be taken within the field of adult education.​

​Workshop C​ ​Topic:​​Neurodivergence: Understanding and Supporting​​Neurodivergent Individuals​

​Room:  Maestro​

​Speaker:​​Princess Darnell, Deputy Director of Access​​to Justice Office, Indiana Supreme​

​Court​

​Description:​​Participants will learn about the language​​and terminology around the concept​

​of neurodivergence.  We will explore the spectrum of neurodivergence and how it differs​

​from those that are considered neurotypical.  We will consider how this impacts us as​

​judicial stakeholders on this concept.  Neurodivergent individuals are in our courts every​

​day, so we will discuss best practices and how we can ensure fairness in the courts.​

​12:00 pm -1:30 pm​ ​Membership Meeting and Lunch​

​Room:  Symphony​

​1:30 pm – 2:45 pm​ ​Plenary:​​Law Schools: An Untapped Resource​

​Room:  Symphony​

​Moderator:​ ​Stephen M. Feiler, PhD, Director of Judicial​​Education, Administrative Office of​

​Pennsylvania Courts​

​Speakers:​ ​Hon. Thomas G. Saylor, Chief Justice Emeritus,​​Supreme Court of Pennsylvania;​

​Kenneth G. Gormley, Esq., President and Professor of Law Duquesne University; Erin R.​

​Karsman, Director of the Thomas R. Kline Center for Judicial Education​

​Description:​ ​There are approximately 200 ABA accredited​​law schools, existing in every​

​state except Alaska. While training the next generation of lawyers, these institutions can​

​also provide tremendous educational benefits to judges and judicial educators. Join us as​

​Pennsylvania Chief Justice Emeritus Thomas Saylor and Duquesne President Kenneth​
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​Gormley discuss how we can leverage law school partnerships to greatly enhance judicial​

​education opportunities.​

​2:45 pm – 3:00 pm​ ​Break​
​3:00 pm- 5:00 pm​ ​Film: Concrete, Steel, and Paint: The Philadelphia Mural Project​

​Room:  Symphony​

​Moderators:​​Kelly Tait, Consultant, KT Consulting​

​Joseph Sawyer, Associate Deputy Director, Supreme Court of Illinois Judicial College​

​5:00 pm – 6:00 pm​ ​Break​
​6:00 pm –9:00 pm​ ​Social Event:​​Reception at​​the Museum of the American​​Revolution​

​Sponsored by: The Thomas R Kline Center for Judicial Education of Duquesne University​

​The Museum of the American Revolution in Philadelphia offers a dynamic blend of​

​authentic artifacts, immersive storytelling, and accessible programming, making it a​

​compelling destination for history buffs, families, and first-time visitors alike.​

​There will be private access to the museum from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm.​

​Meet in the lobby at 5:15 pm.  Buses will board promptly at 5:30 pm and will return to the​

​hotel at 9:15 pm.​

​Wednesday, September 10​​th​

​8:00 am – 12:00 pm​ ​Registration​
​Room: Overture​

​7:00 am – 8:30 am​ ​Breakfast​

​Room:  Symphony​

​8:30 am – 10:00 am​ ​Breakout Sessions​

​Workshop A​ ​Topic:​​Going Past the PowerPoint – Using Multimedia​​Tools to Tell a Story​
​Room:  Aria​
​Speaker:​​Rose McBride, Communications Manager, Texas​​Judicial Commission on Mental​

​Health​

​Description:​ ​Storytelling holds a unique power in​​illustrating and explaining the information​

​you are teaching judges and judicial employees.  Attendees will learn how to use​

​multimedia tools to tell a story and create a compelling and engaging curriculum, rather​

​than relying on a traditional PowerPoint presentation.  They will learn how to give their​

​curriculum a narrative arc to hold the attention of an audience.​

​Workshop B​ ​Topic:​​The Power of Peer Collaboration in Judicial​​Education​
​Room:  Concerto​
​Moderators:​​Janice Calvi-Ruimerman, Director of Employee​​Education & Development,​

​State of Connecticut Judicial Branch​

​Creadell S. Webb Esq., Chief Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Officer, First Judicial District of​

​PA​

​Speakers:​​Denise Molina​

​Lisa Burke, Diversity, Inclusion & Community Engagement Program Officer, New Jersey​

​Judiciary​
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​Scott Griffin, Chief of Planning and Court Services, Supreme Court of Vermont​

​Description:​ ​This session will explore the National​​Center for State Courts' Education​

​Workshop for Racial Justice, held in Phoenix, Arizona in April 2024, where attendees,​

​including Judicial Educators, Judges, and Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Directors, engaged​

​in discussions on topics ranging from advancing racial equity and fostering inclusive​

​workplaces to promoting self-care. Panel members from this cohort will share their​

​experiences, detailing how they’ve maintained contact, the frequency of their interactions,​

​and the resulting professional benefits, demonstrating the value of peer collaboration in​

​judicial education. Furthermore, the panel will examine key resources, including a review of​

​the last 50 years of Judicial Education with a focus on Title VII, Judicial Codes of Conduct,​

​and policies related to fairness and equity in ensuring access to justice and procedural​

​fairness. Finally, the session will showcase recent programming initiatives from various​

​states that can be adapted for educational agendas, conferences, and online resource​

​libraries.​

​Workshop C​ ​Topic:​​Salus Populi​
​Room:  Maestro​
​Speakers:​​Alisa Lincoln, Director, IHESJR; Jasmine​​Howard, Program Director, Salus Populi​

​Lee Ann Barnhardt, Director of Education, North Dakota Court System​

​Description:​ ​The objective of the panel is to describe​​an innovative judicial education​

​program (JEP) designed to increase judges understanding of the social determinants of​

​health (SDOH), the role of the judiciary in shaping the SDOH and their application to the​

​work of the judiciary.  Through daily decisions in district and appellate courts, judges make​

​decisions that directly and indirectly impact health through social factors.  In addition, Salus​

​Populi supports judges in understanding the ways that the SDOH shape the lives of people​

​who come before them in their courtrooms.  In this session, we will explore:  1.)  The​

​rationale for the development of the first judicial education program (JEP)on the social​

​determinants of health (SDOH); 2.) Describe the Salus Populi and its impact.  Lastly, a state​

​judicial educator will share their experience working with and participating in the program.​

​10:00 am – 10:30 am​ ​Break​
​10:30 am​ ​Officer Swearing In​

​Room:  Symphony​
​10:30 am -12:00 pm​ ​Closing Plenary:​​The Reflections on Judicial Education​​at 50​

​Room:  Symphony​
​Speakers:​​Joseph Sawyer, Associate Deputy Director,​​Supreme Court of Illinois Judicial​

​College​

​Lee Ann Barnhardt, Director of Education, North Dakota Court System​

​Michael Roosevelt, Maat Consulting Services​

​Crystal Banks, Director, Center for Education and Training, DC Courts​

​Description:​ ​This is a listening session which provides​​a unique opportunity to hear from​

​experienced judicial educators with over 20 years in the field. Panelist will share insights on​

​the evolution of judicial education, key lessons learned, challenges faced, and the future of​

​the profession.  Through candid reflections participants will gain a deeper understanding of​

​best practices, past mistakes and emerging trends that continue to shape the field.​
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​12:00 pm – 12:30 pm​ ​Closing Remarks and Conference Adjournment​

​Room:  Symphony​
​12:30 pm - 5:00 pm​ ​NASJE Executive Board Meeting​

​Room:  Aria​

​Thursday, September 11​​th​

​8:00 am - 12:00 pm​ ​NASJE Executive Board Meeting​

​Room:  Aria​


